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Authority and Powers of Federal Arbitration Tribunals 

1. Introduction 

Arbitration is a widely recognized method of alternative dispute resolution (ADR) that 
allows parties to resolve disputes outside traditional court systems. In federal statutory 
contexts, arbitration tribunals derive their authority from legislation, contractual 
agreements, and recognized legal principles. This document outlines the authority and 
powers vested in federal arbitration tribunals, focusing on statutory frameworks. 

2. Legal Basis of Arbitration Tribunals 

Federal arbitration tribunals operate under statutory authority provided by national 
legislation. In the United States, the primary governing statute is the Federal Arbitration Act 
(FAA), which establishes the legal framework for arbitration agreements and enforcement. 

2.1 Federal Arbitration Act (FAA) 

The FAA provides that: 

• Arbitration agreements are valid, irrevocable, and enforceable. 

• Courts must compel arbitration where a valid agreement exists. 

• Arbitral awards are subject to limited judicial review. 

2.2 Jurisdiction of the Tribunal 

The jurisdiction of an arbitration tribunal is derived from: 

• The arbitration agreement between parties. 

• Applicable statutory provisions. 

• Scope of disputes submitted for arbitration. 

3. Authority of the Tribunal 

3.1 Kompetenz-Kompetenz 

Arbitration tribunals generally have the authority to determine their own jurisdiction, 
including the validity and scope of the arbitration agreement. 

3.2 Independence and Impartiality 

Tribunals must act independently and impartially, ensuring fairness and neutrality in 
proceedings. 
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3.3 Procedural Autonomy 

Tribunals have discretion to determine procedural rules, subject to statutory requirements 
and party agreement. 

4. Powers of the Tribunal 

4.1 Power to Conduct Proceedings 

Tribunals may: 

• Set timelines and schedules. 

• Determine admissibility of evidence. 

• Conduct hearings and examinations. 

4.2 Power to Grant Interim Measures 

Tribunals may issue interim relief, such as: 

• Injunctions. 

• Preservation of assets. 

• Orders to maintain the status quo. 

4.3 Power to Decide the Merits 

The tribunal has authority to: 

• Interpret contracts. 

• Apply relevant law. 

• Render binding decisions (awards). 

4.4 Power to Award Remedies 

Tribunals may grant remedies including: 

• Damages. 

• Specific performance. 

• Declaratory relief. 

• Interest and costs. 

4.5 Power to Correct and Interpret Awards 
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Tribunals may: 

• Correct clerical or typographical errors. 

• Interpret ambiguous awards upon request. 

5. Limits on Tribunal Powers 

5.1 Statutory Constraints 

Tribunal powers are limited by: 

• Mandatory provisions of governing law. 

• Public policy considerations. 

5.2 Judicial Review 

Courts may review arbitral awards on limited grounds such as: 

• Fraud or corruption. 

• Arbitrator misconduct. 

• Exceeding jurisdiction. 

5.3 Due Process Requirements 

Tribunals must ensure: 

• Equal treatment of parties. 

• Opportunity to present cases. 

6. Enforcement of Arbitral Awards 

Arbitral awards are enforceable through courts. Under federal law: 

• Courts confirm awards unless valid grounds for refusal exist. 

• International awards may be enforced under treaties such as the New York 
Convention. 

7. Conclusion 

Federal arbitration tribunals play a crucial role in dispute resolution by providing efficient, 
flexible, and binding adjudication. Their authority and powers are grounded in statutory 
frameworks, balanced by judicial oversight to ensure fairness and legality. 
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