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Qualification to Become an Arbitrator 

Introduction 

An arbitrator is a neutral third party appointed to resolve disputes outside of traditional 
court systems through arbitration. Arbitrators play a crucial role in ensuring fair, efficient, 
and legally sound decisions. This document outlines the qualifications, skills, and steps 
required to become an arbitrator. 

Educational Requirements 

While there is no universal educational path, most arbitrators possess: 

• A bachelor's degree in law, business, finance, or a related field 

• Advanced degrees such as a Juris Doctor (JD) or master's degree (optional but highly 
beneficial) 

• Specialized training in dispute resolution or arbitration 

Professional Experience 

Relevant experience is essential. Common backgrounds include: 

• Legal practice (lawyers, judges, or legal consultants) 

• Industry-specific expertise (construction, finance, labor relations, etc.) 

• Experience in negotiation, mediation, or conflict resolution 

Core Skills Required 

Successful arbitrators typically demonstrate: 

• Strong analytical and critical thinking skills 

• Excellent communication and listening abilities 

• Impartiality and ethical judgment 

• Decision-making capability under pressure 

• Attention to detail and organizational skills 

Certification and Training 

Although not always mandatory, certification enhances credibility: 

• Training programs in arbitration and alternative dispute resolution (ADR) 
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• Certification from recognized arbitration institutions 

• Continuing education to stay updated with laws and practices 

Legal Knowledge 

Arbitrators should have a solid understanding of: 

• Contract law 

• Procedural rules of arbitration 

• Relevant national and international laws 

Licensing Requirements 

Licensing requirements vary by jurisdiction: 

• Some regions require legal licensure (e.g., being a practicing attorney) 

• Others allow non-lawyers with sufficient expertise and training 

Steps to Become an Arbitrator 

1. Obtain relevant education 

2. Gain professional experience in a related field 

3. Complete arbitration training programs 

4. Seek certification from recognized bodies 

5. Join arbitration panels or professional associations 

6. Build a reputation through networking and case experience 

Career Opportunities 

Arbitrators may work in: 

• Private practice 

• Arbitration institutions 

• Government agencies 

• International organizations 

Conclusion 
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Becoming an arbitrator requires a combination of education, experience, and specialized 
training. While pathways may vary, a commitment to fairness, neutrality, and continuous 
learning is essential for success in this field. 

 


