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Rules for Arbitration: A Survey of UNCITRAL 

1. Introduction 

The United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) plays a central 
role in harmonizing and modernizing international trade law. One of its most influential 
contributions is the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules, first adopted in 1976 and revised in 2010 
and 2013. These rules are widely used in both ad hoc and institutional arbitration 
proceedings across the globe. 

This document provides a structured overview of the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules, their key 
features, procedural framework, and their importance in international dispute resolution. 

2. Background of UNCITRAL 

UNCITRAL was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1966 to promote 
the progressive harmonization and unification of international trade law. Its work includes 
conventions, model laws, and rules that facilitate cross-border commercial activities. 

The UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules were designed to provide a comprehensive set of 
procedural rules for parties seeking a neutral and efficient dispute resolution mechanism 
outside national courts. 

3. Scope and Application 

The UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules apply when parties agree to resolve their disputes through 
arbitration under these rules. They are commonly used in: 

• International commercial contracts 

• Investment disputes 

• State-to-state agreements 

The rules are particularly popular in ad hoc arbitration, where no administering institution 
is involved. 

4. Key Features of UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules 

4.1 Party Autonomy 

A fundamental principle of the UNCITRAL Rules is party autonomy. Parties have significant 
freedom to: 

• Choose arbitrators 
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• Decide procedural rules 

• Select the place and language of arbitration 

4.2 Neutrality 

The rules ensure neutrality in terms of nationality of arbitrators, procedural fairness, and 
location of arbitration. 

4.3 Flexibility 

The rules are designed to be flexible and adaptable to different types of disputes, legal 
systems, and cultural contexts. 

4.4 Transparency (2013 Rules) 

The UNCITRAL Rules on Transparency in Treaty-based Investor-State Arbitration (2013) 
introduced provisions for: 

• Public access to documents 

• Open hearings 

• Participation of third parties (amicus curiae) 

5. Structure of the Arbitration Process 

5.1 Notice of Arbitration 

The process begins with the claimant sending a notice of arbitration to the respondent, 
outlining: 

• Names of parties 

• Nature of the dispute 

• Relief sought 

5.2 Response to Notice 

The respondent replies with a response, addressing claims and possibly raising 
counterclaims. 

5.3 Constitution of the Arbitral Tribunal 

• Typically consists of one or three arbitrators 

• Parties may agree on arbitrators 
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• If not, an appointing authority may be designated 

5.4 Conduct of Proceedings 

The tribunal conducts proceedings with fairness and efficiency. This includes: 

• Written submissions 

• Hearings (if necessary) 

• Evidence presentation 

5.5 Interim Measures 

Tribunals may grant interim measures to preserve assets or evidence. 

5.6 Awards 

The tribunal issues a final and binding award, which includes: 

• Reasons for the decision 

• Allocation of costs 

6. Role of the Appointing Authority 

In ad hoc arbitration, the appointing authority plays a crucial role when parties fail to agree 
on procedural aspects such as: 

• Appointment of arbitrators 

• Challenges to arbitrators 

Common appointing authorities include the Permanent Court of Arbitration. 

7. Costs and Fees 

The UNCITRAL Rules provide guidance on costs, including: 

• Arbitrators’ fees 

• Administrative expenses 

• Legal costs 

Costs are generally borne by the losing party unless otherwise decided by the tribunal. 

8. Advantages of UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules 

• Widely recognized and accepted globally 
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• Neutral and impartial framework 

• Suitable for ad hoc arbitration 

• Flexibility in procedure 

9. Limitations 

• Lack of institutional support in ad hoc arbitration 

• Potential delays if parties disagree on procedures 

• Need for experienced arbitrators and legal counsel 

10. Conclusion 

The UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules remain a cornerstone of international arbitration. Their 
flexibility, neutrality, and global acceptance make them a preferred choice for resolving 
cross-border disputes. With the addition of transparency rules, UNCITRAL continues to 
evolve to meet the demands of modern international dispute resolution. 

11. References (Suggested) 
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